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Synopsis

The church is in the hands of its elders. While the popular perception is that the aged are needy and
infirm, Gentzler affirms the majority of older adults have plenty to give. The church needs to tap into
their wisdom, energy, experience, and talents. Gentzler stresses that older adult ministries need to
be by and with elders as well as for them, since participants will represent all stages of retirement
and activity levels. In addition to the practical issues of programming, Gentzler takes on more
difficult topics of aging including chronic conditions, depression and death. He also recommends
that churches pay special attention to the needs of the Boomer generation, since they are now
becoming the older adults who will determine the churchs path for years to come. ""As Boomers
have cycled through their various life stages they passed through hippie and yuppie to become
abbies: aging baby boomers,"" Gentzler writes. ""But dont tell Boomers theyre aging. ...They really

do expect to stay young and see getting old as an option, rather than a reality.
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Customer Reviews

Richard H. Gentzler Jr., DMin, is an Ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church and the
Director of The Center on Aging & Older Adult Ministries, General Board of Discipleship, Nashville,
Tennessee. In addition to his experience as a parish pastor, Rick has been a college and seminary
instructor, has served as a chaplain in various nursing homes and retirement communities and is
presently an adjunct faculty member for Wesley Theological Seminary. He is the author of many

books including Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century, Designing an Older Adult Ministry, Aging:



Challenge to Church and Synagogue (with Donald Clingan), Forty-Sixty (with Craig Miller), and The
Graying of the Church, and is Editor of Center Sage Newsletter for persons in ministry with midlife
and older adults. He is recognized throughout The United Methodist Church as a key leader in
aging and older adult ministries. He is a Certified Senior Advisor (CSA), the 2003 recipient of the
National Interfaith Coalition on Aging (NICA) ""Spirituality and Aging" award, and he produced the
award winning video in 2006, New Beginnings: The Gifts of Aging.

A very good book and to the point for people of age and would be good for younger people also as

they are aging each day and to their surprise they will we of senior age before they know it.

Using it as small group study and prayer Very informative and helpful in understanding the aging

culture in which we live

Super resource. The self-questions really had me thinking and helped to work through some "long

ago" issues.

Great book

This is a very easy read and has great ideas to implement.

Recommended reading for churches who have a limited knowledge of seniors. This is excellent

reading to begin an activesenior ministry.

This was a thought-provoking book. It addressed many issues that will be facing the aging

population and the ministry staff.

The statistics and information are helpful, but it is written to target a younger audience of readers. It
was not at all useful for me at my age, because it is an inquiry style approach to the subject of aging
and ministry. The author did not provide enough background information on death and dying, so it

was not helpful for me as a chaplain.
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